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Abstract

Relevance. The study delves into the modernization of historical consciousness in Kazakhstan, emphasizing the pivotal
role of research in shaping national identity and connecting it to global historical narratives.

Purpose. This research aims to analyze the development of historical science in Kazakhstan from 1991 to 2020, focusing
on the significance of various scientific projects and the exploration of uncharted aspects of the country's past.

Methodology. The study synthesizes information from a wide range of sources, including works by prominent
Kazakhstani scholars, international collaborations, and archival materials, to provide a comprehensive overview of the
evolution of historical research in Kazakhstan.

Results. The findings highlight the substantial progress made in historical research in Kazakhstan, particularly in shedding
light on the foreign policy strategies of the country, the contributions of key political figures like Nursultan Nazarbayev,
and the integration of Kazakh history into the broader scope of world history.
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Conclusions. The research underscores the importance of historical scholarship in shaping national narratives, emphasizes
the need for collaboration between historians and policymakers, and acknowledges the pivotal role of scientific works in
presenting Kazakhstan’s past as an essential component of global history.

Keywords: cultural heritage; social stability; national identity; national history; historical consciousness.

Introduction

From the first years of independence of our country there
was a great demand for the study, writing and study of
national history on the basis of new requirements. That is
why fundamental and applied research aimed at writing the
history of the country in accordance with the requirements
of reality in the national interest, scientifically proving the
systematic continuity of the history of the Kazakh people
from ancient times to the present day.

As mentioned above, domestic historical science was
not fully studied in the Soviet Union in terms of realities.
Its themes were predetermined. The results were
announced in one direction. For example, when the famous
historian E. Bekmakhanov [1] tried to write a true story,
his works were confiscated and he was persecuted.
Therefore, a policy of unconsciousness was pursued by not
writing the national history. Historians of Kazakhstan
could not go beyond the narrow circle.

Therefore, the study of the “blanks” of national history,
from a realistic point of view, the study of the principles of
civilization, has been possible only since the independence
of the Republic of Kazakhstan [2]. Previously closed topics
have been opened, and the history of events and
phenomena of different periods became the object of study
[3]. There is also a systematic study of national liberation
movements and the life and work of historical figures in
the history of the country. That is, a number of measures
have been taken to strengthen the country, the formation of
historical consciousness [4].

At the dawn of independence, the task of substantiating
the historical continuity of international relations and
determining the place of Kazakhstan in world history was
at the forefront. In this case, the creation and mobilization
of a powerful corps of historians of a new generation in the
independent republic was necessary to determine the main
directions of research, their topics, that is, the task of hard
work. The staff of the Institute of History and Ethnology
named after Sh. Walikhanov was tasked with announcing
the principles and priorities of sovereign history and
historiography to the people of Kazakhstan and the world
community. Specialists of the Institute developed the
“Concept of the formation of historical consciousness in
the Republic of Kazakhstan”, which was approved in 1995
at the governmental level [5].

In 1995, by order of the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, the “Concept of the formation of historical
consciousness in Kazakhstan” was adopted by the National
Council for Public Policy under the President [5]. It
emphasizes the importance of history, especially the
transitional stages of development of society, the main
priorities of historical education, the problems of historical
science, the prospects of historical education and
enlightenment.

Materials and Methods
Data from the archives of the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan were used in relation to the historical science

of Kazakhstan. At the same time, the research works of
domestic and foreign scientists on the “Concept of
History” in the field of historical science were considered
and analyzed on the principles of “comparability”,
“historical truth” and others. Previously, the methodology
of any study was determined by the limits of official
ideology and the corresponding social order, in which the
dominant regime was in fact the customer. In the absence
of ideological prohibitions, it was possible to get
acquainted with the phenomena of Kazakh society at
certain stages. In this case, fundamental research in the
field of social sciences plays a coordinating role, which
identified the basics of the methodology of formation of
public consciousness in sovereign Kazakhstan.

In general, the initiatives of the state aimed at the
revival of national history and the formation of historical
consciousness in Kazakhstan, the general rise of social,
political and scientific activity in Kazakhstani society
reflect the level of serious scientific reflection on national
history. At the same time, research, and insights in this area
today give concrete results for the society of Kazakhstan in
the education of patriotism, civic spirit and give hope for
the future.

Kazakhstani historian-scientist, A. Kuzembaevich [6]
in his methodological work on the science of history
concluded that “History is a science that provides
information about the past and present development of a
particular society. Historical science unites scientific and
social institutions that produce knowledge in this area. The
internal structure of historical science is very complex. It
consists of several areas and directions. The human
society, which is still isolated in the world and still exists
today, is the object of historical science”. A Russian
scientist N. I. Smolensky [7] wrote a work on the theory
and methodology of historical science. He wrote that
“Historical science studies society as a whole. Therefore,
it is the basis of all social sciences. Then this field of
science is divided into several areas”. Therefore, there is
every reason to say that the science of history as a major
branch of the social sciences is a separate discipline with
its own theory and methodology.

Kazakh historian, scientist K. L. Esmagambetov [8]
wrote about the First President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbayev's role in creating the
theoretical foundations of our nation-state that “The
President is the author of several works aimed at defining
the role of Kazakhstan in interstate relations in the world.
He made a comprehensive analysis of these features of
Kazakhstan's development in the Soviet era and was one of
the first domestic sociologists to put forward theoretical
and methodological views”.

It is known that history as a scientific discipline is a
reflection of the scientific knowledge of specially trained
and dedicated professionals. The formation of
Kazakhstan's historical science as an institutional platform
structure dates back to the second half of the twentieth
century. Systematization of this work is closely related to
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the activities of the Institute of History and Ethnology
named after Sh. Walikhanov. On the basis of the
establishment of this Institute, professional researchers-
historians were formed, and the results of scientific
research began to increase [9]. Scientists from research
institutes and centers of the National University of
Kazakhstan are also regularly involved in the study of the
history of Kazakhstan.

Results and Discussion

In the first years of independence in the formation of
historical consciousness M. K. Kozybayev wrote that “The
Kazakh people and its state have gained independence
[10]. For centuries, its history has been considered an
integral part of Russia, and the imperial approach —
monocentrism has prevailed. Under the colonial system,
the mentality of the people has changed. The people did
not know their history. At the time of gaining
independence, the morale of the people must be high.
People need to know their place in world civilization. It is
necessary to form the consciousness of the new generation,
the historical consciousness. In order to protect the
interests of an independent country, it is necessary to know
the past, recognize the present and predict the future. The
formation of historical consciousness arises in the interests
of life, in the interests of an independent state”.

History has become especially important in the
transitional stages of society. The growing interest in
history is due to the fact that people want to find solutions
to today's problems in the past. In addition, the growing
interest in history can be explained by the fact that as
society is renewed and the people gradually begin to
realize that they are the subject of this historical process,
as they choose their share of statehood. At the present time,
when a truly new history of the independent state of
Kazakhstan is being created, it must still be used, and the
view of our past must be proved [11]. The First President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbayev in 1994,
delivered a speech at the Palace of the Republic entitled
“Speech at the Evening of Historical Intelligence”. He said
that “After all, our independence and sovereignty depend
on the recognition of this history. It is impossible to
determine the future without knowing the past. A country
with an uncertain future is not a sovereign state. That is
why the approach to history and historical figures requires
a lot of responsibility and understanding” [12].

The First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.
A. Nazarbayev's decree of December 30, 1996, declared
1997 the Year of National Accord and Remembrance for
Victims of Political Repression. Sh. Walikhanov Institute
of History and Ethnology together with the Kazakhstan
Historical and Educational Society “Adilet” organized
events related to the history of repression, which fell victim
to the totalitarian regime in 1991-1996 [13]. In connection
with the announcement of 1998 in Kazakhstan as the “Year
of National Unity and National History”, a state
commission was established to hold this year. According
to the results of the first half of 1998, the following work
was done. In accordance with the Decree of the President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, a special commission was
established in all regions, cities and districts in connection
with this year. Plans for activities have been developed
[14].

If we briefly analyze the work done in this direction,
the study of the history of the Fatherland in the Republic
of Kazakhstan from 1991 to 2003 was carried out in several
stages and thematic areas. For example, 1 doctoral
dissertation in historical sciences was defended in
connection with the ancient history of Kazakhstan. The
topic of this study is “Ethnic aspects of the history of
Central Asia (antiquity and the Middle Ages)” 5
dissertations on the history of ancient Kazakhstan were
defended for the degree of Candidate of Historical
Sciences. 3 of these dissertations are dedicated to the
Bronze Age and 2 dissertations to the Saka period.

The next period in the history of the country is medieval
Kazakhstan (VI-early XVIII centuries). 6 doctoral
dissertations in history were defended in connection with
this medieval period. Focusing on the topics, the history of
the Karluk state in Central Asia; History of the Nogai
Horde; Kazakh Khanate and Central Asia; Settlements and
parking lots in the Semirechye region; Kazakh Khanate of
the Dzungarian Khanate; Dedicated to relations with the
peoples of Siberia. Candidate's dissertations on the
medieval period and historical sciences are 15. Their
thematic content covered the following areas: History of
the Qidan state; Kipchak Khanate; Historical and
ethnographic history of the Turkic-Mongols; Socio-
economic problems of medieval nomads; Folklore version
of Kazakh history; Son of Jochi; History of the White
Horde; Golden Horde; History of the Siberian Khanate;
Protected against the martial arts of the Kazakh Khanate.

The next period in the history of Kazakhstan was the
Kazakh Khanate in the first half of the XVII-XIX
centuries. It covers the period of Kazakhstan's accession to
the Russian Empire. The doctoral dissertation of 8
historical sciences is defended for this period. Their themes
and main directions are: the colonization of Kazakhstan by
the Kazakh military; History of the Kazakh Khanate's
relations with Central Asian states; Relations of the
peoples of the Aral Sea region; The struggle of the Kazakh
people against the Dzungar invasion; History of public
administration institutions of the Tsarist Russia in
Kazakhstan; History of fairs in Western Siberia and steppe
regions. It covers the history of pre-revolutionary
Kazakhstan. In connection with the period of the Kazakh
Khanate in the first half of the XVIII-XIX centuries, the
number of dissertations defended from the candidacy of
historical sciences was 15.

Their topics and issues were divided into different
stages. Tradition of oral history; Socio-political situation
in South Kazakhstan; Orenburg Boundary Commission;
History and geography of West Kazakhstan, Kazakh-
Bashkir relations; Military campaigns during Kazakhstan's
accession to Russia; Russian intelligentsia in Siberia and
Kazakhstan; Administration of the Tsarist Russia in
Kazakhstan; Shebi and Middle Hundred Kazakhs of
Siberian Cossacks; Dance Institute of the Kazakh Society;
The history of the development of Kazakh-Chinese
relations is protected by topics.

The next period in the history of Kazakhstan was the
Kazakh Khanate in the first half of the XVIII-XIX
centuries. It covers the period of Kazakhstan's accession to
the Russian Empire. 8 doctoral dissertations in history
were defended during this period. Their themes and main
directions: the colonization of Kazakhstan by the military
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Cossacks; History of the Kazakh Khanate's relations with
the Central Asian states; Relations of the peoples of the
Aral Sea; The struggle of the Kazakh people against the
Dzungar invasion; History of public administration
institutions of Tsarist Russia in Kazakhstan; History of
fairs in Western Siberia and steppe regions; Covers the
history of pre-revolutionary Kazakhstan.

Due to the period of the Kazakh Khanate in the first half
of the XVIII-XIX centuries, the number of dissertations
defended from the candidate of historical sciences was 15.
Their topics and issues were divided into different stages.
Tradition of oral history; Socio-political situation in South
Kazakhstan; Orenburg Border Commission; Historical and
geographical history of West Kazakhstan, Kazakh-Bashkir
relations; Military campaigns during the accession of
Kazakhstan to Russia; Russian intelligentsia in Siberia and
Kazakhstan; Administration of Tsarist Russia in
Kazakhstan; Frontier of Siberian Cossacks and Kazakhs of
the Middle Zhuz; Institute of Dances in Kazakh Society;
The history of the development of Kazakh-Chinese
relations was defended.

The next stage is the “national liberation movement of
the Kazakh people in the period of annexation of
Kazakhstan to Russia”. 5 dissertations on the themes of this
colonial period were defended from the candidate of
historical sciences. Their main content and theme are
related to the national liberation uprisings. The research
focuses on the rise of the Kazakh people in the national
liberation uprising and the actions of the Cossacks, the
colonization and repression of the Tsarist Russian Empire.

Another period studied in terms of national history is
“Kazakhstan in the second half of the XIX century-the
beginning of the XX century”. Socio-economic and
political history. 3 doctoral dissertations in history were
defended during this period. One of them is related to the
colonization of Kazakhstan by the Tsarist Russian Empire,
and two are dedicated to the history of production in pre-
revolutionary Kazakhstan. In connection with this
historical period, 39 candidate dissertations on the history
of the Motherland were defended. These studies are mainly
agrarian relations; history of socio-economic development;
covered topics related to production history. The period
considered and studied in Kazakhstan was “Culture of
Kazakhstan in the XIX-early XX centuries”. In this
direction, 10 candidate dissertations on historical sciences,
covering the development of the cultural sphere of
Kazakhstan, were defended. Their theme and content:
Public education; The tradition of enlightenment in
society; Topics in the field of religious and spiritual
education are the subject of research.

Another stage and direction in the study of national
history is Kazakhstan in the early XX century. National
liberation and revolutionary movement. In this direction 2
dissertations of the doctor of historical sciences are
defended. It comprehensively considers the socio-political
activity of the democratic Kazakh intelligentsia. 16
candidates of historical sciences are defended on this topic.
The research focuses on the socio-political activities of the
Kazakh intelligence; History of national liberation
uprisings; history of socio-political movements; He
studied the history of Muslim movements in public and
political life. One of the topics considered in the history of
Kazakhstan is called “The establishment of Soviet power

in Kazakhstan and the Civil War”. There are dissertations
defended in this direction. 1 of them has a doctorate in
history, “Bolsheviks in Turkestan (1917-1922)”. As for the
subject and content of the 11 defended dissertations, they
are: the establishment of Soviet powers; it covers the history
of socio-political movements in which the Kazakh
intelligentsia participated.

Another group of topics taken as the object of study in
Kazakhstan is “Kazakhstan in the totalitarian system.
Socio-economic and political history of 1917-1941”. 13
doctoral dissertations of historical sciences are defended in
this direction. They are mainly Socio-economic
development;  Agrarian policy and agricultural
development; History of Industry Development; Contains
a history of repression. 54 candidates of historical sciences
are defended in this direction. Research topics and content:
History of socio-political life; Changes in agriculture; The
history of repressive policy in public life is considered.

One of the most important topics in the history of the
country is “Kazakhstan during the war (1941-1945)” 2
doctorates of historical sciences are defended in this
direction. One of them is about the participation of
Kazakhstanis in the Great Patriotic War; The second is
dedicated to the history of trade unions in Central Asia and
Kazakhstan. 5 candidates of historical sciences were
fulfilled in this direction. The object of their research:
Demographic processes during the Great Patriotic War; It
consists of research on Kazakhstan's industry during the
war years, labor and contribution to the rear.

In the history of the country 4 doctoral dissertations of
historical sciences, 17 candidate dissertations of historical
sciences on the direction and theme “Kazakhstan in the
post-war years (1946-1960)” are defended. They are
mainly the history of socio-political development;
Dedicated to the history of development in the field of
agricultural recovery. In the direction of historical science
“Kazakhstan in 1970-1990” 6 doctoral and 39 candidate of
sciences were defended. 16 of them are dedicated to socio-
economic history, 13 to socio-political history.

In the history of Kazakhstan, 14 candidates of historical
sciences are defended in the “History of Foreign Political
and Economic Relations”. Including 2 contacts during the
USSR; 12 The connection of the period of independent
Kazakhstan is written. One group of research on the history
of the country was “Cultural life of Kazakhstan (1917-
2000)”. 4 doctoral dissertations on this topic were
defended. 1 doctoral, History of Patriotic Education; 2
doctorates related to education; 1 doctoral dissertation on
the history of organization and development of science.
Candidate's dissertations were defended in 37 “History of
Cultural Development”, 13 “History of Education”, 5
“History of Science”. One of the directions of research in
the field of history in Kazakhstan is called “National
intelligence: formation and function”. 3 doctoral
dissertations of historical sciences are defended in this
direction. Then 15 candidate dissertations of historical
sciences were completed.

Research on “Persons” in the history of the country has
also been carried out. 1 doctoral dissertation of historical
sciences is defended in this direction. Then he wrote 31
PhD dissertations in history. 12 Candidate's dissertations
on “History of the cities of Kazakhstan” have been written
in the history of Kazakhstan. In addition, 6 doctoral
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dissertations in history were defended in the “History of
the Kazakh Diaspora”. In addition, 9 candidate
dissertations of historical sciences were defended. 3
doctoral dissertations of historical sciences have been
defended in the direction “History of the peoples of
Kazakhstan”. And there were 6 PhD dissertations in
history as well. Another area related to these topics is
called “Socio-demographic processes in Kazakhstan (XIX-
XX centuries)”. 6 doctoral dissertations of historical
sciences have been defended in this direction. Then 21
candidate dissertations of historical sciences were
defended.

In general, we note that the direction, stages and topics
of PhD and doctoral dissertations defended in the history
of Kazakhstan, including the history of the country from
1991 to 2003, are different. Thus, the number of defended
dissertations on the history of the Fatherland in the
Republic of Kazakhstan from 1991 to 2003: Number of
doctoral dissertations is 72. The number of candidate
dissertations is 370 [15].

The study of the history of modern Kazakhstan is
gradually gaining momentum. Therefore, the main task of
historical science is to create a full-fledged, multifaceted
scientific historiography, which will comprehensively
analyze the path of Kazakhstan, its political, economic,
socio-cultural, international, and therefore all aspects,
based on the existing data. It is true that despite the
publication of works on the history of the past years, there
is still a need for significant research. Taking into account
the specifics of the situation in the study of the history of
an independent country, the most important issues of the
study began to be considered [16]. Since the independence
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, positive changes have
begun in the field of historical science. In particular, PhD
and doctoral dissertations based on the rules and strict rules
of the Soviet Union. Now, the issue of looking at national
history from a new perspective, identifying gaps in
research is on the agenda.

Since the years of independence, many candidate and
doctoral dissertations on the history of the country have
been defended in Kazakhstan. They began to take as a
subject of study mostly closed topics that had not been
mentioned or written before. That is, as an independent
country, the national interest came first. The demands of
the times and the issues on the agenda of the time began to
take a different turn. The defended dissertations on
historical sciences are mainly written at Sh. Walikhanov
Institute of History and Ethnology, Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University, Dissertation Councils at the Kazakh
National Pedagogical University named after Abai. There
are still unexplored topics in the history of Kazakhstan. For
example, there is a lack of consideration of folklore data
obtained by the Kazakh people in the tradition of oral
history; There are many “gaps” in the issue of identity;

The current direction of the study of “History of
everyday life” is not so developed in the history of
Kazakhstan. Then, research on the history of “famine” and
“political repression” in Kazakhstan should be carried out
by region. Therefore, domestic historians still have a lot of
work to do to address the “blank” issues. For almost 30
years of independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan since
the end of 1991, historians of Kazakhstan have been
working systematically on the basis of methodological and

scientific requirements to this science in publishing the
history of our people from ancient times, focusing on the
obligations of sovereignty.

It is known that in accordance with the requirements of
today's independence, historians of Kazakhstan have a task
to make our history, which covers several thousand years,
an integral part of world historical science. This means:
First, the inclusion of world-famous events in the history
of Kazakhstan or the activities of individuals in the subject
“General History”, which is taught in all secondary schools
in the world; Second, to achieve the systematic, systematic
and targeted publication of high-ranking scientific journals
in foreign journals, which address important issues of the
history of Kazakhstan. Such a requirement is evidenced by
the fact that the research is carried out on the basis of
previously unrelated foreign and domestic archival data,
and in full compliance with the above methodological
requirements for historical science.

Recently, historians of Kazakhstan have been working
to address this issue. The number of articles published in
high-ranking foreign magazines is growing every year.
Domestic scientists take part in scientific conferences and
make reports, especially in foreign countries, participate in
exhibitions of world scientific works in this area. It is clear
that such concrete work contributes to the promotion of the
history of our country in the world. Scientists of research
institutes are also working to achieve this goal.

The complexity and importance of this case lies in the
fact that if we look at the past, during the colonization of
the Kazakh people in the Russian Empire, the history of
our nation was not and could not be written, because it had
no political, scientific or other opportunities. The works of
the first ethnographer-historian of the Kazakh people
Sh.Walikhanov, as a result of his personal research, despite
their scientific significance, did not fully reveal the past
history of our people, were published in small numbers and
were not translated into European languages.

European, Russian scientists, local historians and
geographers, who visited the Kazakh steppes for various
purposes during the annexation of the Kazakh land to the
Russian Empire in the XVII-XX centuries, studied the
history of our people in different directions, but almost all
of them gave a one-sided assessment of our history. The
truth has not been revealed. Many written sources and
books of this content discriminate against the Kazakh
people, its customs, way of life, economy, history of social
development. Unrealistic information about the historical
homeland of our nation has been prepared.

The Center for the Study of the History of the Kazakh
People in the Soviet Union, which spans more than 70
years, is in the interests of the Center. The reasons are well
known. Foreign and domestic archival documents were not
fully used in the published researches of the periods of
Kazakhstan's history, and it was not allowed to get
acquainted with the facts and reveal them in scientific
communication. For example, Russian military
colonization of Kazakh lands, centuries-old national
liberation uprisings, and the publication of the works of
khans, judges, and heroes in Kazakh society were
restricted. Collectivization of Stalinist agriculture in
Kazakhstan in the 20s and 30s of the XX century, and even
the realities of virgin lands development, were among the
closed topics.
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Thus, it is known that many tragic periods and events
of Kazakh history are forbidden to be openly recorded and
historically evaluated. Research studies on the history of
Kazakhstan were not promoted at the international level.
As a result, the historical realities of our nation based on
the works prepared at that time did not reflect the real
situation, textbooks on the history of Kazakhstan in high
schools and universities did not meet the requirements.
During the Soviet Union, the full history of our nation was
not created, most of the prepared history could not reveal
the truth.

From here, from the day of Kazakhstan's independence,
historians of the country have been able to rewrite the
stages and events of Kazakhstan's history by collecting
data from the state archives of many foreign countries,
which may be documents related to the history of our
nation. The task is to make it an integral part. It is known
that in this direction the country is working on the
implementation of this issue.

In achieving this goal, the First President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan — President Nursultan Nazarbayev
said that “Today we need a positive attitude to our own
history. In our history, there have been many tragedies,
tragic wars and conflicts, socially dangerous trials and
political repressions. We have no right to forget this. We
need to be able to understand and accept our multifaceted
and extensive history. We do not want to diminish the role
of other nations and show our greatness. Most importantly,
we must carefully and correctly understand our role in
global history, based on solid scientific data” [17].

The President of the Republic of Kazakhstan K.-J.
Tokayev [18] in his article “Independence is the most
precious thing”, said that “Every nation must write its own
history. It is impossible to be driven by another ideology.
In general, history should be studied by historians, not
politicians”, emphasizing the responsibility to prepare the
history of the nation in accordance with modern
requirements. Significant work has been done since
Kazakhstan gained independence to implement this
requirement.

First of all, it should be noted that the sources of
scientific works prepared and published during this period
are taken from previously unused domestic and foreign
archives. The relevance and depth of the content of the
topics of all generations of scientific dissertations defended
on this topic at this time is provided. At the same time, the
full implementation of research projects for different
periods and directions of the history of Kazakhstan, funded
and implemented by the state over the years, is being
implemented. The level of requirements for them has also
been increased. The programs “Cultural Heritage”,
“People in the flow of history” and “Archive 20-257,
adopted and implemented by the state, were of great
importance for dealing with important issues of national
history, as well as still unexplored topics, providing them
with valuable data. These programs provide full funding
for research projects, data from foreign archives.

Currently, 500 scientists annually undergo internships
at world-class research institutes and universities abroad.
If we briefly analyze the work done in this direction during
the years of independence of our country, then more than
200 scientific monographs on various stages and topics of
Kazakhstan's history have been prepared and published by

Kazakhstani and foreign scholars interested in the
country's past. They cover all stages and themes of the
history of the Motherland from ancient times to the present
day, and they are given a historical assessment.

Among such works is especially noteworthy research
on the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan during
the years of independence. These works analyze the stages
and directions of the effective multifaceted foreign policy
of the state for this period and analyze the results. The First
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, was at the forefront of this important activity
and was able to direct the foreign policy of the country in
the right direction. Nazarbayev's organizational work was
evaluated on a scientific basis.

It is known that N. A. Nazarbayev's books “At the turn
of the century” [19], “Critical decade” [20] and “Era of
Independence” [21], and many articles were at the
forefront of the works devoted to the foreign policy of the
Republic of Kazakhstan during the years of independence.
In addition, the book of the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan K.-J. Tokayev “Belasu” [22] analyzes the
main directions of foreign policy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan during the years of independence. Scientific
works on this topic include the works of B. Ayagan and A.
Auanasova [23], G. M. Karasaev, S. Zh. Dyusen and Zh.
N. Kaliev [24] and many others. 30 years of Independence
of the Republic of Kazakhstan have defined a new format
for the development of social practice and spiritual and
moral values.

In the modernization of historical consciousness, the
study of the historical heritage and national history is of
great importance. Modern historical research covers
various relevant aspects of the life of society, determines
the content and direction of social sciences and humanities.
A certain place in the study of the dynamics of the
development of historical science is occupied by scientific
projects on the history of Kazakhstan during the years of
independence. They cover various periods of the historical
path of the independent state. Their topics reflect a wide
range of important issues, the study of which reveals the
need to consider national history as an integral part of
world history. It is important to emphasize that “the
historical findings of recent decades clearly confirm the
inextricable connection of our ancestors with the most
advanced technological innovations of their time and allow
us to take a fresh look at the place of the Great Steppe in
global history” [17].

Scientific projects contribute to the acquisition and
accumulation of experience in joint research activities
among the group of authors, expanding the skills of
working with information technologies for processing a
large amount of source study and historiographic material,
mastering new research methodologies, and expanding the
boundaries of knowledge. The implementation of scientific
projects determined the relevance of the introduction of
new archival documents and materials into open access,
the publication of monographs and scientific publications
in high-ranking foreign journals. Of great importance is the
development of conceptual approaches, the use of
innovative methods and technologies, which makes it
possible to study historical events more fully, in more
depth and systematically, to obtain new knowledge.
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Public life has an active influence on the formation of
historical consciousness. It connects the phenomena and
events of the past into a single whole, determines the
perspective vision of the future. Historical consciousness
acquires particular relevance in the context of modern
global challenges, dangers and risks. It should be noted that
in fact “historical consciousness is an indispensable
condition for the self-identification of society, its social
orientation in the world, preservation or ensuring its
viability” [25]. Information technologies in historical
research provide an opportunity to gain new knowledge
and develop the historical memory of society.

The modernization of historical consciousness has an
impact on the transformation of society, during which
significant transformations take place in the understanding
of sociocultural values. Historical consciousness in its
intellectual and moral content is called upon to develop a
feeling of love for the Motherland, patriotism and civic
responsibility. It is aimed at strengthening the stability and
stability of the state. In the eighth edition of the National
Report “Youth of Kazakhstan”, prepared by the Research
Center “Youth” in 2020, it is emphasized that “in the last
three years, in the minds of young people, patriotism has a
more emotional color, manifested in love, respect for their
country and pride for her. For example, in 2018 59.7% of
respondents thought so, in 2019 — 60.4%, in 2020 — 53.3%.
Perhaps, to a greater extent, the decline is associated with
the pandemic and economic consequences [26]. Formation
of ideological and moral values of patriotism, education of
the young generation in the spirit of the principles of
openness and trust is important for the development of the
country's competitiveness.

In general, patriotism represents the unity of the
interests of society and the individual, the preservation of
the identity and spiritual and moral traditions of the people,
an understanding of the significance of the Strategic
Programs. Patriotism is a humanistic attitude of a person to
each other, respect for the honor and dignity of the
individual, the implementation of the modernization
course of Kazakhstan. Patriotism acts as an expression of
the worldview and active civic position of society.

Kazakhstan is building its own model of the
modernization course. This aspect must be taken into
account in order to determine the level of consent in society
on issues that are significant for citizens, to identify
spheres of conflict, and the degree of trust in the
institutions of power. Historical consciousness has a
significant impact on the positive attitude of the individual
towards statehood and interethnic tolerance. It presupposes
new directions of the life of society in the realities of the
XXI century, contains the whole spectrum of
manifestations of the ongoing reforms and
transformations. It embodies the level of dynamism and
efficiency of the development of an independent state.

The modernization of historical consciousness reflects
the social effectiveness of interaction between civil society
and the state. The development of civil society is largely
determined by the level of consistency of its institutions
and structures. The role of civil society in the development
of the socio-cultural values of democracy, the adherence of
society to the principles of tolerance and competitiveness
is important. The Head of State Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
noted “Kazakhstan is entering a completely new era,

bringing fundamental changes in all spheres of life” [27].
“In the context of global instability and many new
challenges, we need to strengthen our value orientations,
to form a clear image of the future” in the Address of to the
people of Kazakhstan dated September 1, 2021. The unity
of the people and systemic reforms are a solid basis for the
country's prosperity [27].

One of the main social segments of civil society is the
middle class. Its development is associated with the
strengthening  of  knowledge-intensive  industries,
stimulating small and medium-sized businesses,
expanding the educational space in the framework of
training highly qualified specialists in demanded
professions, and the effectiveness of policies in the field of
employment and services. A serious condition for the
development of Kazakhstan's modernization course is the
reproduction of the middle class. It is important to pay
attention to the quantitative and qualitative indicators of its
growth. The middle class is being replenished by people
from various social strata and professional groups, which
indicates a change in the social structure of society. The
process of developing new models and technologies of
interaction between the middle class and the institutions of
civil society and public administration is under way.

The modernization of historical consciousness
contributes to the sustainable development of civil society.
Consensus plays an important role in the development of
civil society. It is a system for developing a single agreed
opinion and decision-making by political forces and the
general public on the basis of coordinating positions and
points of view. The level of consensus is determined by the
attitude and approach to resolving political conflicts and is
determined by the nature of the political system. The
characteristic factors of civil society are the multiparty
system, the optimality and dynamism of state policy.
Consensus helps to strengthen political stability and
interethnic harmony in society. Civil society includes such
fundamental positions as a market economy with a diverse
form of ownership; proclamation of liberal rights and
freedoms; a state with a developed structure of
management institutions, which acts as a guarantor of the
observance and implementation of laws; development of
social partnership.

The development and coordination of actions and
interests of the majority of members of society creates the
preconditions for the creation of a welfare state, the key
core of which is the middle class. In the realities of our
time, the middle class has a high level of education, has
ample opportunities for self-improvement, self-knowledge
and development of new areas of activity. Representatives
of this class occupy a fairly strong position in the social
ladder, are less susceptible to social risks and challenges,
and are more confident about the future.

In studies of modern society, aspects of the
participation of the middle class in the implementation of
state programs are of great relevance, they influence the
modernization of historical consciousness. The middle
class has broad motivation for professional and career
growth, business success, and active consumer leisure. He
is interested in the all-round development of the economy,
maintaining stability in society. Entreprencurial activity
makes it possible to show initiative and business qualities,
to receive and distribute income. At the same time, the
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middle class is the guarantor of social stability, its
representatives are interested in their socio-economic,
moral and spiritual development. The identification of
citizens with the middle class, which occurs due to their
favorable, stable financial, material, intellectual and
educational situation, confirms their satisfaction with the
public administration system, standards and quality of life.

Conclusions

The modernization of historical consciousness is
determined by the welfare of society. The quality of life of
the population is an indicator of the effectiveness of social
policy. It is important that the level of society's life and
activity correspond to social needs and expectations. Social
interaction between the population and the state takes place
in the sphere of material production, moral and
communicative communication, and the development of
socio-cultural values. The growth in living standards is
associated with the social sector, the quality and
availability of education, health care, housing, comfortable
and safe living. It is important to develop a welfare state in
the realities of the XXI century.

It is obvious that the problems discussed in the article
are related to the development of world historical science.
It is known that the development of historical science in
our country in such a demanding environment is becoming
increasingly important. Let's focus on some of the positive
changes in the history of Kazakhstan in the country from
1991 to 2020: the study of “Aktandak”, which has existed
for many years in our history, the defense of PhD, doctoral
and PhD dissertations on important topics and the State
“Cultural Heritage”. This includes research projects
funded and implemented in accordance with the
requirements of the programs “Scientific Treasure”,
“People in the flow of history” and “Eternal Country”.

For more than a quarter of a century, many scientific
articles have been prepared and published on this topic. It
should be noted that a significant number of them were

References

published in the world's top journals based on Scopus and
received appropriate reviews from foreign scientists. A
significant part of the books on this topic and articles
published in such foreign journals have participated in
exhibitions of scientific works organized at the world level,
discussed and received special awards.

In conclusion, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary
of Independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kazakh
scientists have done a great job in declaring the past of our
country in accordance with the requirements of historical
science and making it an integral part of world history.

Recommendations

1. To take into account the full publication of the history of
previously closed and undisclosed periods and events in
the history of Kazakhstan with the help of factual data.

2. Pay special attention to the activities of historical
figures who lived and worked at different times in the name
of freedom and independence of the Motherland, but
whose names and positions are still aspired to.

3. An integral part of the history of Kazakhstan — the
planned continuation of research work on the history of its
regions and territories.

4. Make it a habit to publish major scientific works in
foreign, especially English, scientific publications,
regardless of the scope and content of the work.

5. Pay attention to the fact that historians of Kazakhstan
directly participate in scientific conferences and make
reports, especially in foreign countries.

6. It is known that in the implementation of such and
other concrete measures, a number of steps will be taken to
make the history of our nation a part of world history.
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AHoOTAaWisA

AKTYyaJIBHiCTD. JlOCIHiIKeHHS 3arMOII0eThCS B MO/ICpHI3aNito icTopiuyuHOi cBigomocTi B Kazaxcrani, miakpecirooun
KJIIOUOBY POJIb JIOCIHI/PKEHb y (hOpMyBaHHI HaIiOHAJIBHOI IEHTHYHOCTI Ta ii 3B'3Ky 3 MIOOAJBHUMH 1CTOPUYHUMHU
HapaTHBaMH.

Mera. Lle mocni/pkeHHST Mae Ha METi IpoaHaji3yBaTH PO3BUTOK icTopruHOi Haykn B Kazaxcrani 3 1991 mo 2020 pik,
30CepeIMBIINCH HAa 3HAYECHHI PI3HUX HAYKOBHUX IPOEKTIB 1 JIOCHII/PKEeHH] HE3BIJJTAaHUX aCHEKTIB MUHYJIOTO KpaiHu.

Mertonosorisi. Jlocmi/pkeHHS cHHTe3ye iH(QOpPMalilo 3 MMPOKOr0 KOJla JUKEPEeNd, BKIIOYAI0YM pPOOOTH BHJIATHHX
Ka3axCTaHChKUX BYEHHMX, MDKHApOJHI Komabopamii Ta apXxiBHI MaTepiand, mo0 HagaTH BCEOIUYHMN OIJISL €BOJIOLIT
icTOpHYHUX JIOCTiKeHb B KazaxcraHi.

PesyabraTn. PesynbraTi TOCIIPKEHHS IT1AKPECIIOIOTh 3HAYHUH TPOTrpec, JOCSITHYTHH B ICTOPUYHUX JTOCHIDKEHHSAX Y
Kazaxcrani, 30kpemMa, y BUCBITJIIEHHI 30BHIITHBOIIOJITHYHUX CTPATETii KpaiHW, BHECKY KIIOUYOBHX IMOJITHYHUX (iryp,
takux sk Hypcynran Hazap0aes, Ta iHTerparlii ka3axcTaHCHKOI iCTOpIl B MIMPIINI KOHTEKCT BCECBITHBOI 1CTOPI.

BucnoBku. JlocmipkeHHST IIJIKPECIIOE BAXKIMBICTh ICTOPUYHOI HAaykKW y (OpPMYyBaHHI HalliOHAJbHUX HapaTHBIB,
HaroJIonrye Ha HeoOXiJHOCTI CIIBIpaLli MK ICTOPUKAMH Ta TTOJIITHKAMH, a TAKOXK BU3HAE KITFOYOBY POJIb HAYKOBHX ITpallb

y TIpeJicTaBiIeHHI MuHYJ0r0 Kazaxcrany sk BayKJIMBOI CKIJIAZ0BOI III00AIBHOT 1CTOPif.

KurouoBi cjioBa: KynbTypHa CHaIIIMHA; COIialbHA CTAOUTHHICTH; HAIlIOHATBHA 1ICHTHYHICTH; HAIlIOHAJBHA 1CTOPIS;
ICTOpUYHA CBiJIOMICTb.
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